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In addition to the pavilion, BVGH organized a panel session focused on Africa and its 
healthcare needs, presented opportunities for industry organizations to engage in 
global health at the 12th Annual Biotechnology Entrepreneurship Boot Camp, held a 
media event featuring BIO President & CEO, James Greenwood, and coordinated a 
roundtable discussion between the Africa pavilion exhibitors and 
biopharmaceutical company representatives. 

Sponsors

The BIO International Convention is the leading venue for presenting institutional strengths in 
biotechnology, attracting biomedical R&D investment, and promoting collaborative opportunities. 
Whether it comes from Kinshasa, DRC, or South San Francisco, the innovation, dedication, and 
capacity needed to address disease is the same. The Africa pavilion at the BIO International 
Convention presented an opportunity for biopharmaceutical, diagnostic, and life sciences 
organizations to build relationships with leading African research institutes and connect expertise, 
assets, dedication, and know-how to combat diseases burdening not only the people of Africa, but 
also individuals from around the globe. 

The Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) welcomed 15,000+ leaders representing 
5,000+ companies, universities, and government institutions from 76 countries to the 2016 
BIO International Convention in San Francisco. Building on the success of its multi-African 
country pavilion at the 2015 Convention, BVGH  coordinated a larger Africa pavilion and 
expanded Africa-focused programing at the 2016 Convention. With 16 countries represented, 
the Africa pavilion more than tripled the number of African countries represented at last 
year's Convention.

Africa Pavilion

Africa Pavilion exhibitors and BVGH organizers

Summary of Activities

Highlight of BVGH’s Convention Activities
•   Africa Pavilion   •   Panel Session
•   Africa Bilateral Meeting  •   Global Innovation Hub Presentations
•   Media Event    •   Partnering Meetings
•   Sponsor Company Visit  •   Private Meeting with Africa Pavilion Sponsor 



Partnering
All innovative partnerships begin with a conversation. In order to maximize the 
number and quality of conversations held between the African representatives 
and other Convention attendees, BVGH examined each exhibitor’s biotechnology 
o�erings, innovations, interests, and Convention goals. With this information, 
BVGH performed targeted partnering meeting outreach on behalf of each 
exhibitor. 

Through this outreach, over 160 partnering meetings were scheduled.

These pre-scheduled meetings ensured that each representative participated in 
productive conversations with industry leaders relevant to that representative's 
research goals. Over the three-day Convention, Africa pavilion exhibitors met with 
representatives from multinational biopharmaceutical companies, academic 
institutions, funding organizations, government agencies, and diagnostics 
developers. In addition, the exhibitors participated in many additional 
unscheduled discussions.

Africa Pavilion
To raise awareness of the life sciences and biotechnology R&D occurring within 
the continent, BVGH organized the Africa pavilion, which featured exhibitors from 
16 countries: Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.Africa Pavilion 

Exhibitors
•  African Institute of Biomedical 
Science & Technology (AiBST), 
Zimbabwe

•  Botswana Development 
Corporation, Botswana

•  Dikembe Mutombo Foundation 
(DMF), Democratic Republic of 
the Congo

•  Kumasi Centre for Collaborative 
Research in Tropical Medicine 
(KCCR), Ghana

•  Liberian Institute for Biomedical 
Research (LIBR), Liberia

•  National Institute for 
Pharmaceutical Research and 
Development (NIPRD), Nigeria

•  Noguchi Memorial Institute for 
Medical Research (NMIMR), 
Ghana

•  Trials of Excellence in Southern 
Africa (TESA II), Botswana, Malawi, 
Mozambique, South Africa, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe

•  University of Buea, Cameroon

•  West African Network for TB, 
AIDS and Malaria (WANETAM), 
Burkina Faso, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea Bissau, Mali, Nigeria, and 
Senegal

Dr. Jean-Pierre N’Guessan (WANETAM) at a partnering 
meetingAfrica pavilion exhibitors visit pavilion sponsor, Genentech

Keynote speaker Dr. Bennet Omalu (center) with KCCR 
exhibitors,  Dr. Augustina Sylverken (left) & Prof. Ellis 

Owusu-Dabo (right)

Africa pavilion exhibitors meet with sponsor company, P�zer, executives, 
Mr. Albert Bourla and Mr. Michael Goettler



Panel Session
BVGH organized a panel session focused on non-communicable diseases in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The panel was part of a four-hour session entitled, “Demystifying 
Africa,” which also featured panels on South Africa and North Africa.

Sub-Saharan Africa: Non Communicable Diseases in Africa 
During the session organized by BVGH, panelists described the changing disease 
landscape in Africa - speci�cally the rising incidence of non-communicable diseases 
- and the programs their countries and organizations have implemented to address 
these diseases. Multi-stakeholder partnerships were recognized as essential to 
e�ciently, e�ectively, and a�ordably to curtail this rising health burden.

Moderator: Jennifer Dent, President, BVGH
Speaker 1: Professor Ellis Owusu-Dabo, Scienti�c Director, KCCR
Speaker 2: Dr. Louis Kanda, Medical Advisor, DMF
Speaker 3: Farouk Shamas Jiwa, Director, Public Policy and Corporate Responsibility 
(Sub-Saharan Africa), Merck & Co., Inc. 

Global Innovation Hubs
Five Africa pavilion exhibitors gave presentations during the Convention's Global 
Innovation Hubs session track. The presenters highlighted their countries' top �ve 
most compelling biotechnology investment opportunities.

Africa pavilion presenters:
       •  University of Buea, Cameroon
       •  Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research in Tropical Medicine (KCCR) 
          and Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research (NMIMR), Ghana
       •  National Institute for Pharmaceutical Research and Development, Nigeria
       •  African Institute of Biomedical Science & Technology (AiBST), Zimbabwe

Africa Bilateral 
Meeting
BVGH arranged a roundtable 
discussion between 
biopharmaceutical companies 
and key African representatives. 
The Africa bilateral meeting, 
which was co-chaired by Mr. 
Michael Goettler (Pfizer) and Dr. 
Katy Graef (BVGH), focused on 
how to build a framework through 
which industry and African 
governments and organizations 
can work together to improve 
access to medicines.

The Africa bilateral meeting 
included representatives from:

•  Africa pavilion exhibitors

•  BIO

•  BVGH

•  Global Good

•  Grand Challenges Canada

•  Implicit Biosciences

•  Johnson & Johnson

•  KPI Therapeutics

•  Merck & Co., Inc.

•  Pfizer

•  PhRMA

•  Roche

•  Saul Ewing LLP

•  University of California Berkeley

•  Vital Wave

•  Washington State Government

From left, BIO Pres. James Greenwood, Dr. Collen 
Masimirembwa, Dr. Roslyn Thelingwani (AiBST) & Dr. 

Justen Manasa (Stanford)

Professor Ellis Owusu-Dabo from Ghana discussing partnerships at the        
Africa bilateral meeting

Pavilion exhibitors and key industry leaders at the 
Africa bilateral meeting organized by BVGH

Dr. Fatorma Bolay (LIBR) & Janice Hepburn 
(ACESO) 

Dr. Louis Kanda & Dr. Mimi Kanda from the 
Dikembe Mutombo Foundation 



Communications
•   “It’s a big world after all: how to tap into emerging African   •   BVGH Press Release, June 6, 2016
    markets through local partnerships” - BIO Buzz Show Daily  •   BIO Tuesday Highlights: BIO 2016 Video
•   “Leveraging the power of partnerships” - BIOtech Now   •   BVGH Website
•   BVGH Newsletter - 2016 BIO Special Edition    •   BVGH Twitter - @BIOVentures
•   2016 June WIPO Re:Search Snapshot Newsletter

Dr. Newton Kumwenda (right) describes the TESA II network 
during a partnering meeting

Africa pavilion media event with BIO Pres. James Greenwood, Dr. Bennet 
Omalu, and Dr. Jay Siegel

Publicity and Media
The Africa Pavilion o�cially opened with a media event featuring James Greenwood, BIO President and CEO, and keynote 
speaker, Dr. Bennet Omalu. 

Pavilion exhibitors and high-level o�cials from several Africa pavilion sponsor companies, as well as other Convention 
attendees, attended the media event. After personally meeting with and welcoming each Africa pavilion exhibitor, Mr. 
Greenwood and Dr. Omalu spoke to the importance of exploring partnerships with the continent's leading biomedical 
research centers.

Representatives from Ghana and Cameroon described their goals for the Convention and the importance of partnerships. Dr. 
Jay Siegel, Chief Biotechnology O�cer and Head, Scienti�c Strategy and Policy, Johnson & Johnson, gave the media event's 
closing remarks. 

Dr.  Fidelis Cho-Ngwa and Dr. Gregory 
Halle-Ekane (U. of Buea) enjoying BIO 

evening events in San Francisco

From left, Prof. Michael Wilson (NMIMR), keynote 
speaker Dr. Bennet Omalu, and Dr. Protus Tarkang 

(NMIMR) at the BVGH-hosted media event Siza Mphele (TESA II) (right) engaged in a partnering meeting

Prof. Martins Emeje discussing fellow Nigerian and keynote speaker, Dr. Bennet 
Omalu, with a BIO correspondent
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BIO Ventures for Global Health  •  401 Terry Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98109
Email: info@bvgh.org  •  Website: http://www.bvgh.org  •  Twitter: @BIOVentures

About BVGH
BIO Ventures for Global Health (BVGH) is a results-oriented nonpro�t organization based in Seattle, Washington. BVGH was 
established in 2004 by the Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) to engage biotechnology, pharmaceutical, and 
diagnostic companies in meaningful initiatives and programs to impact global health. BVGH programs fall within three 
categories:

          •   R&D for poverty-related diseases
          •   Capacity building in low- and middle-income countries
          •   Access to medicines

Working with BVGH
R&D for poverty-related diseases
WIPO Re:Search is a global consortium led by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and BVGH. 
The aim of the Consortium is to accelerate  the development of new drugs, vaccines, and diagnostics for 
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), malaria, and tuberculosis by connecting industry’s intellectual property (IP) 
assets and resources to quali�ed academic and nonpro�t researchers with product discovery or development 
ideas. BVGH proposes collaboration ideas, establishes mutual interest between Members, facilitates agreements, 
and manages WIPO Re:Search alliances. 

Capacity building in low- and middle-income countries
Fellowship Program: BVGH coordinates and manages the placement of 
biopharmaceutical company employees at research institutes across Africa. Company 
Fellows work alongside the institutions’ researchers, sharing their skills, demonstrating 
techniques, and presenting seminars focused on industry processes and approaches to 
research and product development.

Equipment Donation: BVGH places gently-used laboratory equipment sourced from 
biopharmaceutical companies at biomedical research institutions in Africa. These donated 
equipment are instrumental to building local research capacity and in-country expertise.

Custom Reports: African Market and Stakeholder Analysis: BVGH leverages its knowledge and network across Africa to 
develop custom reports for companies. Companies that are new to Africa or expanding across the continent can rely on 
BVGH to support their strategic plans and partnership development. BVGH develops customized reports for leading 
biopharmaceutical companies and global health organizations across communicable and non-communicable diseases.

Facilitating access to medicines
BVGH facilitates agreements between leading biopharmaceutical companies and African governments and hospitals to 
enable access to innovative medicines.  


