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Letter from Jennifer 

  
Dear BVGH Friends and Colleagues,                                           
  
The 2017 Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) International Convention will be held next week in San Diego. At this year’s 
Convention, we will not only be marking BVGH’s 13th anniversary; we will also be launching a new program – the African Access 
Initiative (AAI) – focused on cancer in Africa. 
 
In light of our new program, our Convention activities will focus significantly on discussing cancer in Africa, raising awareness of the 
substantial burden cancer causes across the continent, and exploring solutions to minimize barriers to care. These activities will 
include a bilateral meeting between African cancer leaders and industry representatives, a panel session, and the African Access 
Initiative launch.  
 
As with past years, we will also be hosting the 3rd annual Africa Pavilion, which will be our largest Pavilion to date. From the first 
solo delegation from Nigeria that BVGH brought in 2014, to this year’s Pavilion featuring exhibitors representing 24 countries, the 
Africa Pavilion is now a fixture at the annual BIO International Convention. Nowhere else can you visit 24 African countries in three 
days! 
 
Like other Convention exhibitors, our Africa Pavilion representatives will be participating in one-on-one partnering meetings with 
other Convention attendees. Innovations will be described, opportunities will be explored, and partnership discussions will be 
initiated during these meetings. These meetings will have the dual impact of both launching mutually beneficial partnerships that 
advance the Pavilion exhibitors’ research strategies, and furthering the biopharmaceutical industry’s recognition of Africa’s 
innovations and understanding of the African market. If you would like to meet with any of our exhibitors, please reach out to Katy 
Graef or drop by the Africa Pavilion (Booth #243).  
 
Be sure to attend our Africa Pavilion Media Event on Tuesday, June 20th at 3:30pm. The Media Event will kick off with a welcome 
address by BIO President and CEO and BVGH Chairman of the Board, James Greenwood. 
 
All of us at BVGH welcome you to visit with our exhibitors and attend our events. For more information, please email Amy Starr.  
 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Dent 

President, BVGH 

 

mailto:kgraef@bvgh.org
mailto:kgraef@bvgh.org
mailto:astarr@bvgh.org


 
BVGH, BIO, and the Pavilion exhibitors wish to extend a special thank you to the following companies for their generous sponsorship 
of the Africa Pavilion. 
 

      

 

                

 

 

Exhibitor Spotlight 

 
The Africa Pavilion at the 2017 BIO International Convention will feature 10 
research institutes and networks representing 24 of Africa’s 54 countries. 
 
 

Cameroon 

 
University of Buea 

Established in 1993, the University of Buea is one of 
Cameroon’s leading public universities. The University’s 500 
staff and 12,000 students are partnered with more than 40 
universities across Africa, Europe, and North America. The 
University of Buea is the home of the African Network for 
Drugs and Diagnostics Innovation (ANDI) Centre of 
Excellence in Onchocerciasis Drug Research. 

 
 
 

 
Eastern Africa 

 
East African Health Research Commission 
The East African Community (EAC) is a regional intergovernmental organization whose mission is to widen and 
deepen economic, political, social, and cultural integration in East Africa through increased competitiveness, 
value-added production, trade, and investment. The East African Health Research Commission (EAHRC) is an 
institution of the EAC established as the mechanism for making available to the Community advice upon all 
matters of health and health-related research and findings necessary for knowledge generation, technological 
development, policy formulation, and practice, and for related matters. The EAHRC represents the six EAC 
Partner States: Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. 
 
 

http://www.ubuea.cm/
http://www.eac.int/about/institutions/eahrc
http://www.pfizer.com/
https://www.takeda.com/
http://www.gilead.com/
https://www.gene.com/
http://www.celgene.com/
http://www.merck.com/index.html
http://www.ubuea.cm/
http://www.eac.int/about/institutions/eahrc


Ethiopia 

 
Addis Ababa University - Center for Innovative Drug Development and Therapeutic Trials For Africa (CDT Africa) 

Addis Ababa University (AAU), which was established in 1950 as the University College of Addis Ababa (UCAA), is 
the oldest and largest higher learning and research institution in Ethiopia. Since its inception, the University has 
been the leading center in teaching-learning, research, and community services. The Center for Innovative Drug 
Development and Therapeutic Trials for Africa (CDT-Africa) is an Africa Center of Excellence for drug 
development and therapeutic trials. Supported by the World Bank and led by Addis Ababa University, CDT-Africa 
is piloting sustainable development efforts to improve access to interventions in Africa. 
  

 

Ghana 

 
Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research in Tropical Medicine 
The Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research in Tropical Medicine (KCCR) is an interdisciplinary research center that 
develops molecular tools to advance biomedical, agricultural, and ecological sciences for Ghana and the international 
community. KCCR has a vibrant research environment capable of attracting quality research projects and turning out 
the next generation of researchers. 
 

 
 
 
Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research 

The Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research (NMIMR), a semi-autonomous institute of the University of 
Ghana, is the leading biomedical research facility in Ghana. NMIMR is committed to research on national health 
priorities and training of biomedical scientists and has been named the ANDI Centre of Excellence in Disease 
Surveillance and Prevention. 
 
  
  

 

 
Nigeria 
 
Redeemer’s University 
Redeemer’s University, which was established in 2005, is a private university based in southeast Nigeria. The 
university produces graduates who can stand on their own and adapt to the ever-changing situations in our 
dynamic society. In particular, the university nurtures the spirit of entrepreneurship. In 2014 the university’s 
Department of Biological Sciences was declared the African Centre of Excellence in Genomics of Infectious 
Diseases by the World Bank. The department is also a participant in the Human, Hereditary, and Health in 
Africa (H3Africa) Program, which is funded by the National Institutes of Health and Wellcome Trust. At present, the university is 
composed of 4 colleges and 18 departments. The university is home to approximately 1,700 students and 370 members of staff. 
 
 

Pan-African 

 
African Organization for Research and Training in Cancer (AORTIC) 

The African Organization for Research and Training in Cancer (AORTIC) is a Pan-African, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the promotion of cancer care and control in Africa. AORTIC's aim is to 
support, integrate, and facilitate evidence-based interventions and innovative programs towards the 
prevention and control of cancer in Africa. 
  
  

 
 

 
 

http://www.aau.edu.et/blog/cdt-africa-a-project-proposal-in-which-addis-ababa-university-is-taking-part-has-been-conditionally-selected-as-an-africa-center-of-excellence/
http://kccr-ghana.org/
http://www.noguchimedres.org/
http://run.edu.ng/
http://www.aortic-africa.org/page_02_Home.php
http://kccr-ghana.org/
http://www.noguchimedres.org/
http://www.aau.edu.et/blog/cdt-africa-a-project-proposal-in-which-addis-ababa-university-is-taking-part-has-been-conditionally-selected-as-an-africa-center-of-excellence/
http://www.aortic-africa.org/page_02_Home.php
http://run.edu.ng/


South Africa 
 
AfricaBio 
AfricaBio is an independent, non-profit biotechnology stakeholders’ association that 
represents the interests of all stakeholders involved in the biotech sector throughout 
Africa. By providing a knowledge and communication platform for the biotech sector, 
AfricaBio promotes the safe, ethical, and responsible research, development, and 
application of biotechnology and its products. AfricaBio focuses on the agriculture, health, and industrial biotech sectors, as well as 
environmental and marine biotech. 
 
 

Southern Africa 
 
Trials of Excellence in Southern Africa (TESA) 

The Trials of Excellence in Southern Africa (TESA) is one of four European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials 
Partnership (EDCTP) networks of excellence. A consortium of eleven research institutions from eight countries 
– Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe – form TESA. TESA 
was established to strengthen clinical trials infrastructure in accordance with Good Clinical Practices to address 
the need for new drugs and vaccines for tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, malaria, neglected tropical diseases, and other 
infectious diseases. 

 
 

Western Africa 

 
West African Network for TB, AIDS and Malaria (WANETAM) 
The West African Network for Tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, and Malaria (WANETAM) is one of four 
European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) networks of excellence. 
Sixteen research institutions from eight countries – Burkina Faso, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea 
Bissau, Nigeria, Mali, Senegal, and Sierra Leone – belong to WANETAM. WANETAM was established to strengthen clinical trials 
resources and capacity in West Africa, specifically to address the need for new drugs and vaccines for tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, and other infectious diseases. The Network facilitates research collaborations by uniting diverse institutions across the 
region. These institutions have experience and expertise conducting clinical trials with Good Practices. 
 
 
Click here to download a full summary of our 2017 Africa Pavilion exhibitors. 
 

 
2016 Africa Pavilion exhibitors 

http://www.africabio.com/
http://www.bvgh.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=vK6unuWh6Q0%3d&tabid=319
http://www.africabio.com/


 
 
Cancer in Africa 

 
Did you know that cancer causes 60% more deaths each year in Africa that malaria? This 
year, BVGH has organized several BIO International Convention events focused on the 
burden of cancer in Africa.  
 
Africa Bilateral Meeting: Access to Medicines in Africa 
 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 | 12:30pm – 2:30pm | Room 24ABC 
BVGH will host a roundtable discussion between industry representatives and African 
leaders on the barriers that surround access to cancer medicines in Africa and the solutions 
to overcome them. If you would like to attend this event, please RSVP to Katy Graef. 
 
 
Panel Session: The African Cancer Crisis 
  
Wednesday, June 21, 2017 | 3:00pm – 4:30pm | Room 24ABC 
In 2015, the annual deaths in Africa due to cancer surpassed those due to malaria. For many 
in the developed world, cancer is a life-changing disease – but it is no longer a death 
sentence. The same cannot be said for most cancer patients in Africa. Cancer is a growing 
crisis on the African continent. This panel session will explore the current state of cancer in 
Africa and describe how pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies can engage and 
begin to tackle this crisis before it’s too late. The panel will describe Africa’s cancer burden and the realities of cancer diagnosis and 
treatment on the continent. The discussion will include the perspective of government and industry in setting priorities, strategies, 
and access to medicines. Finally, the panel will discuss a new program launched by BVGH – the African Access Initiative (AAI) – with 
the aim of improving cancer patient management and creating new business models to ensure affordable, sustainable access to 
essential cancer technologies and therapeutics in Africa. 
 
The panel will be moderated by Jennifer Dent, President, BVGH and include the following panelists: 
 

 Dr. Cristina Stefan, President Elect, African Organization for Research & Training in Cancer (AORTIC) 

 Dr. Anne Ng’ang’a, Head, National Cancer Control Program, Ministry of Health, Kenya 

 Dr. Funmi Olopade, Director, Center for Clinical Cancer Genetics, and Associate Dean, Global Health, University of Chicago 

 Dr. Miriam Mutebi, Breast Surgical Oncologist and Lecturer, Aga Khan University Hospital, Kenya 

 Dr. Oseremen Aisuodionoe-Shadrach, Surgeon, University of Abuja Teaching Hospital, Nigeria 

 Dr. Chris Reddick, Vice President, Medical Professional Affairs Takeda Pharmaceuticals Co. Ltd. 

 Dr. Steven Adams, Executive Director, Portfolio Strategy & Business Operations, Oncology R&D, Pfizer 

 
Click here to learn more about The African Cancer Crisis panel. Download a complete schedule of BVGH’s 2017 BIO International 
Convention events here. 
 

 

mailto:kgraef@bvgh.org
https://mybio.org/event/member/371527?_ga=2.176789346.695501587.1497408283-1486368383.1477434593
http://www.bvgh.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VWC_7XL08Wg%3d&tabid=316


 

African Access Initiative (AAI) Launch Event  
 
 
BVGH will be launching its newest program, the African Access Initiative (AAI), at the 2017 BIO 
International Convention in San Diego on Wednesday, June 21, 10:30am – 2:45pm, Room 28AB. 
 
Through AAI, BVGH will engage pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies to develop 
sustainable business models and strategic partnerships that will facilitate African cancer patients’ 
access to diagnostics and prioritized medicines. Beyond access, the AAI will leverage BVGH 
capabilities and align our programs in a customized manner to support each participating 
company’s strategic interests and priorities towards increasing patient awareness and education, 
building healthcare provider and cancer researcher capacity, and strengthening healthcare 
infrastructure. 
 
AAI Launch Event Agenda: 
 
Part I: 10:30am – 11:45am – Perspectives on Cancer Care in Africa 

 Ms. Jennifer Dent, President, BVGH 

 Dr. Cristina Stefan, President Elect, African Organization for Research & Training in Cancer (AORTIC) 

 Dr. Funmi Olopade, Director, Center for Clinical Cancer Genetics, and Associate Dean, Global Health, University of Chicago 

 Dr. Anne Ng’ang’a, Head, National Cancer Control Program, Ministry of Health, Kenya 

 Dr. Oseremen Aisuodionoe-Shadrach, Surgeon, University of Abuja Teaching Hospital, Nigeria 

 Dr. Miriam Mutebi, Breast Surgical Oncologist and Lecturer, Aga Khan University Hospital, Kenya 
 
 
Part II: 11:50am – 1:10pm – Industry Commitment to Access 

 Mr. John Nevergole, CEO, ABD Group 

 Dr. Chris Reddick, Vice President, Medical Professional Affairs, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company, Ltd. 

 Dr. Steven Adams, Executive Director, Portfolio Strategy & Business Operations, Oncology R&D, Pfizer 

 Mr. Thomas Cueni, Director General, International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations (IFPMA) 

 Ms. Jennifer Dent, President, BVGH 

 Mr. James Greenwood, President and CEO, BIO 
 
 
Part III: 1:15pm – 2:45pm – Breakout Sessions: Building Cancer Treatment Capacity in Africa 

 Cancer research – led by Dr. Timothy Rebbeck, Professor, Medical Oncology, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Dr. Funmi 
Olopade, Director, Center for Clinical Cancer Genetics, and Associate Dean, Global Health, University of Chicago 

 Clinical trials – led by Dr. Sola Olopade, Clinical Director and Director for International Programs at Pritzker School of Medicine, 
University of Chicago 

 Diagnostics – led by Dr. Dan Milner, Chief Medical Officer, American Society for Clinical Pathology, and Dr. Miriam Mutebi, 
Breast Surgical Oncologist and Lecturer, Aga Khan University Hospital 

 Protocols for Africa – led by Dr. Cristina Stefan, President Elect, AORTIC and Dr. Verna Vanderpuye, Secretary Treasurer Elect, 
AORTIC 

 
If you would like to attend this event, please email Erica Jones to RSVP. Click here to download a complete launch event agenda. 
 

 

http://www.bvgh.org/Current-Programs/African-Access-Initiative-(AAI).aspx
mailto:ejones@bvgh.org
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/72b244883ca5491b11fb6812d/files/f4577c6c-381c-4ff1-9899-26f98a41ebf2/AAI_Launch_Event_Agenda_6_12_2017.pdf


Media Corner 

 

 
Mr. James Greenwood, BIO President and CEO, and Dr. Bennet Omalu, 2016 BIO International Convention Keynote Speaker, at the 

2016 Africa Pavilion Media Event 
 
Africa Pavilion Media Event 
 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 | 3:30pm – 4:30pm | Africa Pavilion (Booth #243)  
Join BIO President and CEO, Mr. James Greenwood, and other notable speakers at the Africa Pavilion Media Event. Learn about the 
importance of the African market to the biotech industry and promising partnership opportunities. Hear prominent health leaders 
and Africa Pavilion exhibitors describe the healthcare needs and innovations of the region.  
 
 
Peek at Pavilions: sub-Saharan Africa 
 
Want to learn more about the fastest growing continent you thought you knew? Click here to read BIO’s Peek at Pavilions article on 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
  
 
BIO Buzz Show Daily  
 
Please look for BVGH’s article, “Equipping Africa to Fight its Emerging Cancer Crisis" in the Tuesday Edition of the BIO Buzz Show 
Daily, the Convention’s daily magazine. 
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