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Letter from Jennifer 
 
Dear WIPO Re:Search Members and Friends, 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) held its 70th World Health Assembly (WHA) in 
Geneva last month. WIPO and BVGH took advantage of this gathering to bring 
Members together for the WIPO Re:Search biennial meeting and to launch the WIPO 
Re:Search Strategic Plan.  
 
In addition to hosting the annual meeting, WIPO led the coordination of a WHA side 
event to feature WIPO Re:Search capacity building and raise awareness of the impact 
the Consortium is having across NTDs, malaria, and tuberculosis. 
 
In her last official address as the WHO Director General, Dr. Margaret Chan noted 
that the successes made by the neglected tropical disease community, which 
includes industry, demonstrated the relevance of the WHO.  
 
As we say goodbye to Dr. Chan, it is our pleasure to congratulate and warmly 
welcome Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus as the new WHO Director General. Dr. 
Ghebreyesus, the former Minister of Health of Ethiopia, is the first WHO Director 
General from Africa. 
 
I am pleased to welcome our newest Members, the University of Campinas and the 
University of São Paulo. 
 
As always, please forward this Snapshot to your colleagues and reach out to us with 
any partnering requests or ideas. 

 
Sincerely, 

Jennifer Dent 
President, BVGH 

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_re_search_5yearplan.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_re_search_5yearplan.pdf
http://www.bvgh.org/
http://www.bvgh.org/
https://twitter.com/BIOVentures
https://twitter.com/BIOVentures


 
 
Special Announcement 
 
BVGH will be hosting the 3rd annual Africa Pavilion at the 2017 BIO International Convention in San Diego, June 19-22. If you will be 
at the Convention, please stop by the Pavilion and meet with scientists from five WIPO Re:Search Members – Addis Ababa 
University, the Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research in Tropical Medicine (KCCR), the Kenya Medical Research Institute 
(KEMRI), the Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research (NMIMR), and the University of Buea – and potential new WIPO 
Re:Search Members.  
 

Thank you to our Africa Pavilion sponsors: 
 

      
 

                
 
For more information, please email Katy Graef. 
 
 

 
WIPO Re:Search Statistics 
 

 
 
 
To view a current summary of the WIPO Re:Search agreements by disease and stage of development, click here. 
  
Click here to view a complete list of WIPO Re:Search Members. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bvgh.org/Current-Programs/2017-BIO-International-Convention.aspx
mailto:kgraef@bvgh.org
http://www.bvgh.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=yePkGk9hL1E%3d&tabid=238
http://www.bvgh.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=iNirTltQbRE%3d&tabid=238
http://www.pfizer.com/
https://www.takeda.com/
http://www.gilead.com/
https://www.gene.com/
http://www.celgene.com/
http://www.merck.com/index.html


 

 
Cornerstones of Collaboration 
 
Janssen Research & Development will provide Dr. Christina Stallings, Assistant Professor, Molecular Microbiology, Washington 
University in St. Louis (WUSTL), with its Jump-stARter library to screen against a Mycobacterium tuberculosis enzyme demonstrated 
to be essential for the growth and virulence of the bacterium. This genetically-validated enzyme is absent in eukaryotes and has yet 
to be pursued as a drug target. 

 

      
 
 
 
 

 
New Member Announcement 
 
We are pleased to announce that the University of Campinas and the University of São Paulo have joined WIPO Re:Search. 
 

A public university funded by the state of São Paulo, the University of Campinas is a leading Brazilian university. 
The university is ranked #1 in Brazil in number of patents and number of articles published per faculty member. 
Scientists within the university perform research on the biochemistry, immunology, and cellular biology of 
Leishmania and the epigenetics of Schistosoma among others.  
 
 
 

 
 
Founded in 1934, the University of São Paulo (USP) is one of Brazil’s most important 
universities. USP is responsible for over 20% of Brazil’s scientific outputs. The university is 
home to several departments – including the Institute of Tropical Medicine – conducting 
important research relevant to WIPO Re:Search. Examples of these research themes 
include malaria vectors and malaria epidemiology, dengue virus evolution, Chagas disease 
and leishmaniasis diagnostic biomarker discovery, and the immunopathogenesis of 
leishmaniasis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.janssen.com/
https://wustl.edu/
http://www.unicamp.br/unicamp/
http://www5.usp.br/


 

 
Partnership Hub Central 
 
WIPO and BVGH officially launched the WIPO Re:Search Strategic Plan, 2017-2021 during the 2017 WIPO Re:Search biennial 
meeting, which was held last month in Geneva. BVGH and WIPO presented their respective activities and achievements in 2016-
2017 and presented goals for the next five years. The new WIPO Re:Search resource platform was described and Members were 
updated on the capacity-building sabbatical program funded by IP Australia.  
 

 
Anatole Krattiger, Director of the Global Challenges Division, WIPO, thanks Tom Bombelles for his important contributions to WIPO Re:Search as 

Head, Global Health. Tom is taking on new responsibilities at WIPO as Head, NGO and Industry Relations. 
 
WIPO Re:Search was featured during the World Health Assembly at a side event coordinated by WIPO and the Special Programme 
on Tropical Disease Research (TDR). The program, “Building Capacity for Innovation and Access: Combating Neglected Tropical 
Diseases”, was sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Egypt, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Namibia, the Philippines, Singapore, and 
Switzerland, and was opened by Mr. Minelik Getahun, Assistant Director General, Global Issues Sector, WIPO. Dr. John Reeder, 
Director, TDR and WIPO Re:Search Advisory Committee Member, moderated the panel discussion. His Excellency, Amr Ramadan, 
Permanent Representative of Egypt to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva, gave a special 
address.  
 
The panel featured Dr. Effua Abigail Usuf, Medical Research Council UK and London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
(LSHTM) West African Global Health Research Fellow; Mr. Jon Pender, Vice President, Government Affairs, GlaxoSmithKline (GSK); 
and Jennifer Dent. Dr. Effua described her time as a research fellow at GSK. John Pender described GSK’s commitment to building 
low- and middle-income country (LMIC) research capacity as a critical component of advancing neglected infectious disease product 
development. Jennifer spoke about the impact WIPO Re:Search capacity building sabbaticals have had on six African researchers. 
 
 

 
BVGH FundFinder Featured Funding Announcement 
 
Clinical Trial Award 
The Clinical Trial Award supports the rapid implementation of clinical trials with the potential to have a significant impact on a 
disease or condition addressed in at least one of the Topic Areas (see below). Clinical trials may be designed to evaluate promising 
new products, pharmacologic agents, devices, clinical guidance, and/or emerging approaches and technologies. Proposed projects 
may range from small proof-of-concept trials through large-scale trials to determine efficacy in relevant patient populations. All 
studies must be responsive to the healthcare needs of the military service members, veterans, and/or beneficiaries; however, the 
use of military or veteran populations is not required. 

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_re_search_5yearplan.pdf
http://cdmrp.army.mil/funding/pa/FY17-PRMRP-CTA.pdf


 
Relevant Topic Areas include: emerging infectious diseases, malaria, tuberculosis, and vaccine development for infectious diseases 
 
Funding amount: No limit. The requested budget must be justified and appropriate to the scope of the clinical trial proposed. 
Funder: US Department of Defense (DoD) 
Deadline: July 20, 2017 
Eligibility: All organizations, including international organizations, are eligible to apply. Principal investigators at or above the level of 
Assistant Professor (or equivalent) are eligible to submit applications. 
 
Click here to review other 2017 Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program (PRMRP) awards by the DoD. 
 

For more information about BVGH FundFinder, please email Cathy Manner. 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlighted Contributions 
 
Do you have an interest in screening a mini-collection of 80 diverse compounds? Would you like to access and screen any of the 
following inhibitors? 
 
PI3 kinase 
Hsp90 
Phosphodiesterase IV 
Phosphodiesterase V 
Calcium channel blockers 

Cathepsin 
Prostaglandin D synthase 
p53 (activators) 
Nicotinic acetylcholine receptor (agonists) 
Casein kinase

If so, please contact Ujwal Sheth to learn more about these assets and to discuss your research idea.  
 
 
 

WIPO Re:Search in the News  
 
Interested in learning how people across the world are working to make schistosomiasis history? Click here to download the Global 
Schistosomiasis Alliance (GSA) report, The people #MakingSchistory: The global fight against schistosomiasis. 

 

 
The people #MakingSchistory: The global fight against schistosomiasis,  

Global Schistosomiasis Alliance, 2017 

http://cdmrp.army.mil/funding/prmrp
mailto:cmanner@bvgh.org
mailto:usheth@bvgh.org
http://www.na.makingschistory.com/report/
http://www.bvgh.org/Current-Programs/BVGH-FundFinder.aspx


 
 
 

Upcoming Global Health Meetings 
 

Dates Event Name Location Web Link 
June  
19-22 

2017 BIO International Convention 
San Diego, 
California 

Website 

Sept. 
10-14 

Keystone Symposium: Vectors, Pathogens and Diseases: Current Trends and 
Emerging Challenges 

Durban, 
South Africa 

Website 

Oct. 
16-20 

10th European Congress on Tropical Medicine & International Health 
(ECTMIH)   

Antwerp,  
Belgium 

Website 
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http://convention.bio.org/
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http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://eepurl.com/cnkm_5
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://eepurl.com/cnkm_5
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=72b244883ca5491b11fb6812d&id=1b10fa95bd&e=[UNIQID]
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=72b244883ca5491b11fb6812d&id=1b10fa95bd&e=[UNIQID]
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